
The Rule of Law

Throughout America, many people take for granted the freedom and opportunities

they enjoy as a result of the rule of law. Because it was formed in our country hundreds

of years ago, the privilege of being able to dispute any crimes against humanity and gain

protection from the law has become almost second-nature to Americans, and considered

an unquestionable human right. However, it was not always seen thus, and the ability of

Americans to fight for their beliefs is due to a stable and easily accessible legal system

drawn from the ideas of some of the greatest minds in history. Since the system was first

developed using theories from early European enlightenment thinkers, the legal system

has kept the government in check and made it possible for America to have a stable and

prosperous society.

Although first put in motion by the founding fathers, the legal system can be dated

back to Europe, along with much of our government structure. Our view of unalienable

rights and the reason we see access to lawyers and fair trials as unquestionable is mostly

due to John Locke. He held that all men are born with natural rights, and that it is the

duty of a government to protect those rights. The rule of law in America was born as a

result of this revolutionary proposal, and has played a large role in keeping the

govemment to its original purpose. Also, Voltaire's ideas on free speech and religious

toleration became ingrained in American government, and Adam Smith's Wealth of

Nations added to the idea of protection-oriented government, rather than a controlling

one. The rule of law has been able to uphold this conviction through citizen's easy access

to lawyers and the ability to fight for a different opinion.
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